
78 Practical Boat Owner 554 November 2012 • www.pbo.co.uk

Blogging
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             Personalising the site
� Your website will show the name of the site (which you chose 
during the setup process) and also what is called a tagline. You 
can see from the previous screenshot that my site is simply 
called Charmary (the boat’s name) and the tagline ‘Starlight 39’ 
is underneath the name. You can change both of these by going 
to your dashboard and choosing Settings and then General. 
Then simply check the site to see how the changes look.

You will also see from the previous screenshot that I have 
personalised my site by adding a picture of the boat. This helps 
bring the site to life and differentiates it from other sites, so it is 
worth doing if you can. The image at the top of the page is called 
the header, and you can change this by logging in to your 
dashboard and then choosing Appearance and Header from 
the options on the left. You can then upload a new header image. 
You will need to choose a picture that will work as a wide but not 
very tall one, but don’t worry about cropping the picture. You will 
be able to do this once you have uploaded the picture. In fact, 
you can even upload several header images and then choose 
the Random setting. This will load a random header image every 
time the website is loaded.

            Adding pages
� Earlier, I said that while posts represent your constantly 
changing content, you can also add pages. You add pages 
from your dashboard in a very similar way to posts. Just click 
Pages on the left-hand side of the dashboard and then Add New 
to add a page. Type the content into the editing box and make 
sure that when you are fi nished, you click the  Publish  button as 
usual. However, if you now go to the site, you may wonder where 
your page is. It is there, but Wordpress doesn’t know where to 
display it until you tell it how to. This leads us to...

             Mouth-watering menus
� In the screenshot left, you can see that 
across the top of the page is a link saying 
About. This is where I want to tell people about 
me and, more importantly, the boat. If you go 
online to http://charmary.wordpress.com and 

hover over this link, a menu of further options will appear. These 
are links to various static pages on the site. Creating these 
menus and links is very straightforward and is done, as with 
everything, through the dashboard. Choose Appearance and 
then Menus from the links on the left-hand side. This will bring up 
a page with two sides to it. On the left you will see a box with a 
list of the pages you have created.

� To add a page to the 
menu, simply click the 
checkbox beside the 
page and click the 
Add to Menu  button. 
This page will then 
appear on the 
right-hand side of the 
page. You can use the 
right-hand side to 
arrange your menus as 
you want them. 

Anything indented to the left will appear as a top-level menu, but 
you can also drag items to the right to make them sub-menus. 
For example, in the following screenshot there are three top-level 
menus: Home, About and Charmary. The Starlight 39 page 
then appears below the About page. 

� When you have fi nished arranging the menus, make sure you 
click the  Save Menu  button on the right. The easiest way to see 
how it will all look is to save the changes and then go to your 
website and check how it appears. If you don’t like it, you can 
go back and edit it and then check again. Any changes you 
make will show instantly on your site (though make sure you 
refresh the page).

                A picture is worth 
a thousand words
� Of course sailing is a highly visual activity, so you will want to 
add pictures and perhaps other images – chartlets or diagrams. 
You can add images to any page or post on your site. Simply go 
into the editing screen for the relevant page or post and above 
the editing box, you will see a few small icons beside the words 
Upload/Insert.

� Click the icon that looks like 
a camera with musical notes 
below it and this will open a 

screen headed Add Media. You can use this to add images from 
your computer by simply clicking the  Select Files  button in the 
middle. Choose the image you want from your computer and it 
will be uploaded. Once it has uploaded you can add a caption and 
decide how you want it displayed on the page. You can put it on 
the right, left or centre, and you can have it small, medium or large.

� Once you have selected the alignment and size, just click the 
Insert into Post  button. If you don’t like how it looks, you can 
always go back and start again, though the next time you 
won’t need to upload the image again as Wordpress will have 
stored it for you.

                Organising your stuff
� One of the advantages of Wordpress is that it is very good at 
organising your stuff for you. It will automatically build archives of 
all your posts for each month, but there is a lot more you can do 
as well to help your readers access your content.

All your posts, for example, can be ‘tagged’. A tag is simply a 
keyword relevant to that post. So, for example, if I write a post 
about fi tting a holding tank to the boat, I may add tags like ‘fi tting 
out’ and ‘holding tank’. If I then write a further post about 
servicing the seacocks, I might also tag this ‘fi tting out’.

These tags allow you to fi nd all posts that have been added with 
any given tag. The easiest way to do this is to add what is called 
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